PINEWOOD DERBY RULES

2008

1.  All cars must pass inspection to qualify for the race.  The inspection is as follows:

· The car must have been made during this current year, i.e. 2007

· The width of the car shall not exceed 2 ¾  inches.

· The length of the car shall not exceed 7 inches.

· The weight of the car shall not exceed 5 oz.

· Wheelbase: The wheelbase may not be modified, factory axle slots only(no extending).  It must be the same as the official kit.

· Axles, wheels, and the body wood shall be as provided in the kit.  You may purchase a pre-made kit, but must use official scout axles and wheels.

· Wheel bearings, washers, and bushings are prohibited.

· The car shall not ride on any type of springs.

· Any details added must be within length, width, and weight limits.

· The car must be freewheeling, with no starting devices.

· No loose materials of any kind (such as lead shot) are allowed in the car.

· The official number will be assigned the day of the race.

· The official inspections committee will inspect all cars before it will be allowed to compete.  The inspectors have the right to disqualify those cars that do not meet these specifications.

· Official wheels can be smoothed to remove burrs and bumps,  but the wheel diameter and cross section must be maintained.

· Dry graphite type of lubricant is allowed.

2.  Each heat will be announced.  Drivers will report to the staging area.  Everyone else must remain behind the barriers.  The race officials will place the cars on the track.  They will be the only ones issued to touch the cars.  All race officials will be instructed on how to handle the cars.  They will not touch the wheels.  The starter will make sure the cars are on the track properly and then start the race.  The electric sensors at the finish line will determine the winner of the race.  After the race, the official will take the car back to the table and the contestant will return to their seat.

3. If a car leaves the track, runs out of its’ lane, interferes with another car, loses an axle, etc… the heat will be rerun.  If the same car has the same problem on the next run, the contestant will be disqualified.  If, on the second run, another car is interfered with, the heat will be run a third time without the disqualified car.  Improvements cannot be made to the car after inspection.  Emergency repairs may be allowed if practical.
4.   Heats will move fast, make sure you talk with the boys about this.  We are also using a new track this year, so be patient with us.

5.  Top winners will be in the finals.  All winners will be announced at closing.

6.  Remember------ SPORTSMANSHIP IN SCOUTING!!!

7.  All racers will run an equal number of heats.  The winner will be determined by total elapsed time.  The heats will move fast, make sure you talk with the boys about this.  All age levels will be running at the same time this year, but still against the same age level.


We are here to teach the boys 3 main things: First, the craft skills in making the cars and that everyone’s skills are a little different.  The second thing to remember is to follow the rules.  Without rules. There wouldn’t be a pinewood derby.  It’s called be fair and honest!  Third, Sportsmanship—this has to do with how you act and behave while participating and having respect for others.  There is always a winner and loser in all competitions and being a winner is easy while being the loser is sometimes hard.  Being a good sport means being able to say, “I did my best!”  And to be satisfied with the results.  Winners don’t boast but are grateful to have had the chance to participate.







